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MISSION

The mission of the Darwin Project 

is to create a 21st Century 

Botanical Garden and Conservation Learning

Center in the heart of Boston, 

focused on the beauty and diversity of nature and

on exploration of new possibilities 

of a sustainable future for our small planet. 

“The Darwin Project will fall squarely in the rarely  
filled intersection of education, science, and the aesthetic 
celebration of nature. It will be an ornament to the 
cultural life of the City.”

Edward O. Wilson



Goals

Nourish a sense of wonder in the beauty and vast diversity of
life on earth.

Become a forum for widening our views of caring for the
planet and one another.

Create a common language for understanding the importance
of conserving biodiversity and the local and global ecosystems
that sustain this life.

Reach beyond the glass conservatory walls to initiate and
mobilize positive ideas and actions for living in harmony and
in balance with nature. 

Challenge

The Darwin Project is in its programming and design stage and
needs your participation to accomplish this wonderful mission.
Please join us with your financial support and leadership to make
the dream of Boston’s Botanical Garden and Conservation
Learning Center a reality. 



What is the Darwin Project about?

A Common Ground for Looking Forward
As historic Boston continues its ongoing
process of evolving and renewing itself, we
are presented with a rare opportunity - a space
in the heart of the City – to continue our
tradition of leadership in a new way … The
Darwin Project.

The Darwin Project is a collaborative process
to create the vision, to design, and to build
Boston’s Botanical Garden and Conservation
Learning Center on four acres of land on the
Rose Kennedy Greenway located at the heart
of downtown Boston. 

A beautiful outdoor gateway garden and unifying landscapes will welcome you to the site.
The Botanical Garden will be enclosed in a spectacular 21st Century expression of a
classic glass conservatory. It will form an urban oasis where residents and visitors
can linger on cold winter days and where schoolchildren can touch and learn about plants
and animals. 

The Conservation Learning Center will be an integral part of the Botanical Garden and
will build upon Boston’s rich history of exploration, learning and innovation. 

We will create a common ground where visitors of all ages can convene to learn
about the vast diversity of life on earth and the challenges to its conservation; to
understand our relationships with nature and our connections with people and
places all over the world; and to explore our individual and collective roles in
shaping an ecologically sound, economically viable, and socially just future for our
global community.

The Botanical Garden and Conservation Learning Center will be an integral link in down-
town Boston’s campus of cultural resources that dot the ribbon of the Greenway and
enliven the edges of Boston Harbor. It will be an important national and international
destination and a great place simply to enjoy living in the City.

The Massachusetts Horticultural Society/Garden Under Glass, Inc. Board of Directors
and the Boston Planning Institute Project Directors have the honor and challenge of
overseeing the development of this cultural institution worthy of the extraordinary public
investment in the infrastructure lying beneath the Darwin Project site.



Focus on the Biodiversity in Nature
The Darwin Project will create the next
generation of botanical gardens focused on
perhaps the earth’s greatest  frontier – the
discovery and conservation of biodiversity.

The diversity of forms and of interactions of the
plant and animal life on earth (biodiversity) is so
vast and varied that the human mind has difficul-
ty conceiving of even a fraction of its full extent. 

While approximately 1.8 million species of plants, animals, and other creatures
already have been identified, it is estimated that there are at least ten times that
number waiting to be discovered. 

The Darwin Project will take us on a journey of discovery of the beauty, intricacy, and
fragility of this life on our unexplored planet.

We will examine our personal and collective relationships with plant and animal life;
explore approaches to protecting biodiversity and ecosystems including preservation,
restoration, reconciliation, and conservation action; and spotlight innovative efforts
around the world to restore earth’s living legacy.

The Boston community has long cared about our relationship with our natural world,
from the early naturalist teachings of Henry David Thoreau on the banks of Walden
Pond, to the work of Ralph Waldo Emerson bringing to the United States the concept
of botanical conservatories and the scientific study of botanical collections.

Today, it is Dr. Edward O. Wilson of Harvard University who has inspired us to
move to this next level of appreciation of nature through his founding work in
the field of biodiversity. As the Senior Science Advisor and mentor to the
Darwin Project, he will guide us in reaching our goals.

In his recent book, The Future of Life, E.O. Wilson calls for a “universal environ-
mental ethic” to take us into the future. We hope that our efforts in Boston will
contribute to this goal of living in harmony with nature.



Learning for All Generations

“If we cannot end now our differences, at least we can help make the 
world safe for diversity. For in the final analysis, our most basic link is 
that we all inhabit this small planet.”

John F. Kennedy 1963

Learning programs for children will bring them into hands-on contact with all forms
of life, and help them to have fun in understanding the importance of conserving
biodiversity, and in developing a “green planet” personal and business philosophy.

We will create an outdoor leadership program easily accessible to Boston’s
diverse population of children and adolescents. Nature education, animal
and plant care, and leadership development will be the focus for building
self-confidence and a sense of responsibility for themselves, each other, and their
global environment. 

The Darwin Project also will try to reconnect adults with the imagination and freedom
of expression that we came by naturally as children, but may have lost as the challenges
of our fast paced lives and work have filled in those spaces. 

We also will create a place for interchange among scientists and an
opportunity to create a common language for scientists to share
information and ideas with the public.

The Botanical Garden will serve as the visible core for awak-
ening our curiosity to learn more about the natural world.

The Darwin Project will promote collaborations with the Boston
Harbor Islands National Park – a living laboratory of biodiversity
and discovery, and with other neighboring cultural institutions
focused on youth and the environment.

We already have begun to form collaborations with the New York
Botanical Garden; the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew; and Jardin
Botanique de Montreal, each a great institution with long
experience to share. We look forward to establishing additional
collaborations so that we may learn from other botanical gardens
and ecological research centers as our work proceeds.



What will I find there?

A Visitor’s Journey
The conceptual design of the exhibits and programs for the Botanical Garden and
Conservation Learning Center is underway. Much work lies ahead. The design of the
buildings, outdoor gardens, and landscapes will flow from the desired programs. It is
early to say definitively what you will find there, but your experience in the Botanical
Garden may be framed as follows.

You will be drawn into the spectacular glass conservatory by what you see
from the outside. You will enter through a gateway garden that may include
exotic tree species naturalized to the New England landscape.

You will be able to retreat to warm, alive spaces on cold winter days, feel
the cooling shade of foliage and splash from falling water in the heat of the
summer, or linger in all seasons just to contemplate amidst the colors and
scents of nature.

You may be able to emerge into the treetops of a lush forest of greenery filled
with the songs of birds and the crackling sounds of small animals.

You may be able to explore in a garden of newly discovered local and
exotic plant species; or help nurture a garden of plants and small creatures
who are on the brink of extinction and in need of preservation.

✦

✦

✦

✦



A Visitor’s Journey Continues

You may be able to stand in a sea of newly
hatched butterflies and delight in the flutter of
their wings around your face.

You may be able to see the time-washed skeletons
or rare remains of animal species that once graced
our planet, but are now extinct reminders of the
value of biodiversity today and of our challenges
for conserving sustainable ecosystems to ensure
the future of plant and animal life.

You may be able to travel on a mini-odyssey
through different habitats of the world. You may
pass through a snowy high Alpine forest with
naturally formed “bonsai” trees dwarfed by their
harsh environment; or experience the beauty of a
desert in bloom; or feel the warmth and mist of a
dense tropical rain forest.

You may be able to stand under a dome surround-
ed by the desert and watch the Himalayas rise and
reshape all around you in accelerated geological
time; or watch the earth’s ecosystems as they
are born and evolve as climates shift throughout
geological time.

You may be able to relax in a garden of healing
plants or explore the origin of Chinese herbal
medicine and its integration into Western culture.

✦

✦

✦

✦

✦



Evolving Activities and Spaces

The Learning Center will be focused on broadening our
views of the natural world and its people and places. There may
be rotating photography and art exhibits focused on nature and
on naturalist expeditions and cultural explorations. A library
will house historic and rare botanic book and specimen
collections as well as serve as an on-line clearinghouse for
information on biodiversity and the earth sciences.

Multi-media meeting space and Web-based communication
will be designed into the Learning Center where people
locally and internationally will be invited to share their small
and great strides toward moving us forward.

This space also will provide opportunities to transport us
to other cultures and environments through narratives and film as well as
through real-time links that allow you to span the face of the planet without
leaving the City. 

Visitor amenities will include a small café and a restaurant where you can enjoy lunch
or dinner surrounded by nature or just stop by for a warm drink on a cold day.

A flexible space will be created to support different activities and seasonal events
throughout the year. The facility as a whole will be designed to allow spaces to be
transformed as time and relevancy of the exhibits evolve.

We will design the structures and outdoor gardens to create an integrated campus and
to work well within the geometry of the Darwin Project’s four acres. 

You will be able simply to enjoy the beauty and solitude of nature, or partake
fully in the personal enrichment opportunities that will be offered. Ultimately,
inspiration from nature may engender a sense of personal awakening, spark a
cultural awakening on a community level, and lead to positive social action on
a global scale.  



Where is the Darwin Project located?

A New Great Place in a Great City
The Botanical Garden and Conservation Learning Center
will lie at the heart of Boston and at the core of the New
England region. It will be a successful institution not only
because of its beauty and the relevancy of its mission, but
also because of its Hub location.

It will mark a southern gateway to the Rose Kennedy
Greenway and open onto the front door of South Station –
the center of rail and public transit for Boston and New
England. Sixty-thousand workers and visitors pass by here
twice daily.

You can walk a few steps to Chinatown, the Boston Harbor waterfront and Fort Point
Channel, or to Boston’s financial and retail centers.

Our parcels directly touch both the Evelyn Moakley Bridge and the Summer Street
Bridge - the primary routes connecting downtown Boston to the South Boston
Seaport and the Boston Convention and Exposition Center.  

A short walk to the north of the site lies Boston’s primary visitor district including
Quincy Market/Faneuil Hall with over 20 million annual visitors, the New England
Aquarium, and Long Wharf - the region’s water transit center.

As a world-class City, Boston will be enhanced by and benefit from, both
culturally and economically, the addition of a welcoming botanical garden. It
will brighten our cold winters and provide a unique environmental experience
for residents and visitors from all over the world.





What will it look like?

Architectural Design
The rich plant and animal life and the exploration and learning
opportunities at the Botanical Garden and Conservation Learning
Center are the critical components of the Darwin Project that will
be enhanced through their architectural expression. 

The buildings, outdoor gardens and landscaping designed to
embrace these spaces also will be spectacular jewels in Boston’s
open space system for years to come. Their visual quality will
inspire us to move inside to enjoy the fullness of what they embrace.

The Darwin Project site is composed of three parcels that will be designed to read as
one integrated campus.

The landscape design of the gateway gardens will reflect the overall biodiversity and
exploration theme of the Botanical Garden. It will be defined by exotic plantings
naturalized to New England’s temperate climate.

The glass-enclosed conservatory will be located on the northern parcel. Just as the
crystal palaces of the 19th Century were innovations in their use of structural steel and
glazing, Boston’s new conservatory will be an innovation in its use of green building
technology and universal accessibility. 

The Learning Center and support facilities for the Botanical Garden will be centered
between the conservatory and gateway gardens and connect both physically as well as
programatically to the Botanical Garden.

The structures will be designed to be adaptive to their programming and as flexible
and fluid as the topic they address.

The conservatory and Learning Center structures will be among the first
public buildings designed and constructed in 21st Century Boston. As such,
they will respect our past, but capture the imagination of the future. 



Who is involved in the Darwin Project?

People Creating Places
As part of the environmental approvals for Boston’s Big
Dig highway construction project, four acres of the
reclaimed surface land were designated to the
Massachusetts Horticultural Society/Garden Under
Glass, Inc. to build a glass-enclosed botanical center and
accompanying outdoor gardens and support facilities.

In November 2003, Garden Under Glass entered into a consulting collaboration with
the Boston Planning Institute, Inc. to direct this project. Together, we have defined the
Darwin Project’s vision and process to accomplish our goals.

The Darwin Project also has formed a Scientific and Creative Advisory Board to
guide us in our mission and bring forward ideas to create a wonderful cultural
facility. Through the guidance of E.O. Wilson and several other talented and creative
individuals on this Board, we have every opportunity to succeed.

Through the gracious championing of the Darwin Project by Carly Simon, admired
by all for her musical artistry, creativity, and advocacy for the environment, greater
visibility and focus will be brought to this important project.

Our core project team of planners, architects, horticulturists, exhibit designers, biologists,
and educators has the exciting challenge of bringing these concepts to reality.

As the process evolves, we will continue to work closely with and the City of Boston,
and the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority, and will invite the public to participate in
defining this next great place in Boston.



Garden Under Glass, Inc.
Board of Directors

Co-Chairs

Liz Harris, Co-Chair
Vice President, UNC Partners, Inc.

William McDonough, Co-Chair
Executive Vice President & General Counsel, 

Federal Reserve Bank of Boston

Members

Vernon Alden, Chairman
Japan Society of Boston

Eugenie Beal, Chairwoman
Boston Natural Areas Network

Phillip L. Clay, Chancellor
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Curtis Davis, AIA, Principal
ReBuildit Collaborative

John Dineen, Esq.
Nutter, McClennen & Fish

Brian Fallon, Managing Director
Intell Management and Development 

Gayle Blakeley Farris
Forest City Enterprises

John Gilmore, Esq.
Piper Rudnick, LLP

Peter Grilli, President
Japan Society of Boston

Thomas J. Hynes Jr., President
Meredith & Grew, Inc.

Mary Ann Marino,Treasurer
Garden Under Glass, Inc.

Theodore Oatis
Chiofaro Company

Daniel O’Connell, Principal
Spaulding & Slye Colliers

David Passafaro, V.P. & Dir. of Business Develop.
William A. Berry and Son, Inc. 

Daniel Phillips
Fiduciary Trust Company

Alan Rindler
Rindler Morgan

Daniel C. Shannon, M.D.
MIT/MGH

Maryann Gilligan Suydam, Regional Senior V.P.
Equity Office Properties

Andrew Torrance, Ph.D.
Harvard University, Conservation Biology



Project Directors

The Boston Planning Institute

Scientific and Creative Advisory Board

Honorary Chair and Senior Science Advisor

Dr. Edward O. Wilson, Ph.D., Harvard University
University Professor; Curator in Entomology, Museum of Comparative Zoology

Senior Creative Advisor

Carly Simon, Musical and Creative Artist

Senior Advisors

Robert Gardner, Founder and Director Emeritus of the Film Study Center, Harvard University

Linda M. Haar, AICP, M.P.H., Harvard School of Public Health; Loeb Fellow 2003 

Jonathan Haar, AICP, A.B. Visual and Environmental Studies, Harvard College; MBA Wharton

Chair

Andrew W. Torrance, Ph.D., J.D. Harvard University
Harvard University, Biology; Hrdy Fellow in Conservation Biology

Members

Peter S. Ashton, Ph.D., University of Oxford
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, and Charles Bullard Professor, Harvard University

Gabriela Chavarría, Ph.D., Harvard University
National Wildlife Federation Policy Director, Wildlife Management

William C. Clark, Ph.D., University of British Columbia
Harvard University, Kennedy School of Government, Harvey Brooks Professor of International Science

Meredith C. Fisher, A.M., Harvard University
Harvard University, Department of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology, Ph.D. Candidate

Bruce Stahnke, AIA, Stahnke and Kitagawa Architects, LEED Architect

William M. Tomlinson, M.F.A., Cal. Arts, Ph.D., Massachusetts Institute of Technology
University of California Irvine, Assistant Professor, School of Information and Computer Science

Technical Advisors

John Beck, Director, New York Open Center
Arnd Bruninghaus, A*haus Group Architects and Strategic Planners

Laura Cabo, AIA, Principal, Graham Gund Architects
Gary Pomerantz, Principal, Flack + Kurtz, MEP design

Linda Mongelli Haar, Project Director
President, Boston Planning Institute

Jonathan Haar, Project Director
Principal, Boston Planning Institute



Please join with us and visit 

www.darwinboston.org

to find out more about the Darwin Project 

and Building Boston’s Botanical Garden. 

Sign up there as a friend of the Darwin Project.

To speak with us directly, please contact the Boston Planning Institute, 

Linda Haar at 617-441-4052 or lhaar@darwinboston.org 

Jonathan Haar at 617-661-6189 or jhaar@darwinboston.org
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